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CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

REQUEST FOR APPROVAL

AAOT SEQUENCE/ADDITIONAL COURSES 

ADDITIONS/SUBSTITUTIONS
DEPARTMENT:  Science
COURSES OR SEQUENCES PROPOSED:   BI165D; Natural History of the Southwest Deserts




COURSE/SEQUENCE  DESCRIPTION:  The central activity of the course is a nine-day trip to Death Valley and the surrounding deserts to study Sonoran-Mojave and Great Basin Desert ecosystems.  Students research selected topics in advance of the trip and present oral presentations to the class at appropriate localities.  In addition on-site lectures are provided by the instructor on subjects of geology and related aspects of natural history. During the nine days, students are required to create cataloged lists and journals documenting all organisms and geologic formations encountered and discussed. Important desert plants are keyed out using reference material and dichotomous keys as well. 

· ATTACH COURSE OUTLINE(S)

1. Departments will use the following criteria to determine the appropriateness of placing a course on the AAOT list.

AAOT Sequences and Additional Courses are characterized by:




· Courses contain a theoretical base.

· Courses require academic rigor.

Components of academic rigor include:

· Collegiate level: Characterized by recommending placement in WR121, RD115, and MTH 111, as appropriate.

· Promotion of intellectual and/or professional growth.

· Promotion of understanding of, or proficiency in, the subject which is measured or tested.

· Promotion of problem-solving and critical thinking skills.

· Promotion of self-directed learning.

2. Department chairs will submit (e-mail) the following checklist, course descriptions, course outlines, and any supporting material - the Curriculum Committee New Course or Course Changes Notification Sheet -  to the chair of the Curriculum Committee for review one month before approval is needed.  Note: Items for approval must be submitted to the Curriculum Committee by the end of fall term for inclusion in the next year’s catalog.

Indicate areas that students in the proposed course(s) will demonstrate:

· Ability to use and analyze computation skills


(
Ability to use and analyze communication skills


(        Ability to synthesize new information using previous knowledge

· Appreciation of cultural/ethnic diversity

· Appreciation of aesthetics

· Understanding of the natural world

· Understanding of social, historical, or artistic trends and values


(Understanding of the value of good citizenship


(
Understanding and use of standard research methods and information technology


(Planning and carrying out of complex projects

· Creativity
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